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“You  cannot  take  it  with  you” 
Is  well  spoken  of  the  dead. 
Better  far  of  the  living  said, 
You  can  send  it  on  ahead. 


Of  needed  funds  we  seek  no  part 
Nor  do  we  wish  to  make 
A play  at  the  galleries  of  the  heart, 

But  to  whomsoever  will 
Is  offered  this  way  sublime 

To  keep  fresh  footprints  on  the  sands  of  time. 


THE  LATE 

WALTER  G.  HOLMES 

America’s  greatest  worker  for  the 
blind  and  affectionately  known  in  the 
world  of  the  blind  as  “Uncle  Walter.” 


Such  a rendezvous  with  destiny  does  not  just  happen 

For  there  are  flawless  fingerprints  on  the  windows  of  time 
Showing  where  God  brought  kindred  souls  together 
That  His  love  might  be  made  manifest  to  the  blind. 

He  was  just  an  ordinary  newspaperman  from  Tennessee — this  genial,  big-hearted 
Walter  G.  Holmes — but  the  fact  that  he  had  a blind  brother  was  the  blessing  in  dis- 
guise that  lifted  him  from  the  ranks  to  become  a son  of  destiny. 

While  visiting  in  New  York  City  on  a business  trip  he  read  in  one  of  the  local 
papers  of  large  sums  of  money  which  had  just  been  given  by  a wealthy  individual  to 
various  charities.  When  he  saw  that  the  cause  of  the  blind  had  not  been  remembered 
his  great  heart  was  saddened  into  action.  He  wrote  a letter  to  the  newspaper  expressing 
deep  regret  and  pointing  out  at  least  one  great  need  of  the  blind.  The  newspaper 
printed  his  letter  and  Mrs.  E.  Matilda  Ziegler  answered  with  a gift  of  over  a half 
a million  dollars  to  establish  a free  monthly  Braille  magazine  which  for  over  forty 
years  has  brought  new  hope  and  cheer  into  the  hearts  of  the  blind  of  America. 
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The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation 

By  HOWARD  M.  LIECHTY 

Words  are  a feeble  means  of  expressing  the  deep  emotion  that  one  feels  in  con- 
templating an  act  of  unselfish  generosity.  The  story  of  the  founding  of  the  Matilda 
Ziegler  Magazine  by  the  late  Mrs.  William  Ziegler  is  such  an  experience.  A new 
instance  of  this  same  experience  is  the  newly  established  Walter  G.  Holmes  Founda- 
tion which  is  one  man’s  expression,  in  terms  of  a most  generous  gift  to  his  fellow- 
blind,  of  his  admiration  for  the  fruitful,  unselfish  life  of  Walter  G.  Holmes. 

This  benefactor  is  Hubert  Elhannon  Smith,  President  of  Ways  & Means  for  the 
Blind  Inc.,  of  Augusta,  Ga.  Mr.  Smith  is  the  guiding  spirit  of  the  very  prosperous 
Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  which  he  personally  founded  19  years  ago,  beginning  with 
but  a few  dollars’  capital.  Today  “Ways  & Means”  does  a nation-wide  business  as 
manufacturers  and  mill  representatives!  and  uses  its  great  financial  resources  in  gen- 
eral welfare  work  for  the  blind.  Readers  will  recall  accounts  published  in  the  Maga- 
zine describing  the  original  and  altruistic  plan  of  providing  interest-free  mortgage 
loans  to  worthy  blind  persons  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  Another  project  has  been 
the  presentation  each  year  of  a high  quality  fountain  pen,  with  the  recipient’s  name 
engraved,  to  the  graduate  winning  first  place  in  his  class  in  each  high  school  for 
the  blind  in  the  United  States,  in  penmanship  and'  ability  to  write  his  or  her  own 
name.  The  benefits  of  the  award  this  year  have  been  extended,  and  the  prizes  will 
go  to  every  member  of  the  graduating  class  who  qualifies,  in  every  school  for  the 
blind  co-operating.  These  projects  and  others  will  henceforth  be  carried  on  in  the 
name  of  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation  which  is  a subsidiary  of  Ways  & Means 
for  the  Blind  Inc. 

Mr.  Smith  is  an  outstanding  example  of  unselfish  devotion  to  the  blind.  Due 
to  his  extreme  modesty  he  has  performed  many  services  anonymously.  He  refuses  to 
accept  personally  the  wealth  to  whickj  he  is  eminently  entitled  as  the  founder  and 
administrator  of  his  successful  business.  He  puts  the  profits  back  into  the  business 
and  into  its  welfare  activities.  His  personal  acquaintance  with  Walter  G.  Holmes  be- 
gan years  ago  when  the  latter  made  a trip  through  the  Southern  states  and  called 
at  the  Ways  and  Means  for  the  Blind;  it  was  renewed  a number  of  times  during  Mr. 
Smith’s  own  business  trips  to  New  York,  but  he  had  known  Mr.  Holmes  through 
reading  the  Ziegler  Magazine  since  its  early  years. 

How  often  do  we  hear  it  said,  or  say  ourselves,  “If  I had  a thousand  or  a million 
dollars,  I would  use  it  to  make  others  happy.”  Mr.  Smith  has  had  that  privilege,  and 
has  not  permitted  avarice  to  turn  his  love  and  compassion  into  hardness  of  heart. 
When  the  world’s  goods  come  in  abundance  to  a man  it  is  easy  to  forget  the  needs 
of  his  fellow-men.  Hubert  E.  Smith  has  not  permitted  that  to  happen. 

The  Foundation  has  been  endowed  with  a substantial  sum,  the  interest  from 
which  will  be  used  in  alleviating  blindness  in  ways  that  seem  wise  from  time  to  time. 
Illustrations  of  some  of  its  activities  have  already  been  enumerated.  Others  will 
be  the  presentation  of  Braille  watches,  of  typewriters,  or  the  provision  of  care  in 
old  age  for  some  blind  person  who  lacks  such  care.  In  the  receiving  and  administering 
of  funds,  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation  is  operated  by  the  Ways  and  Means 
corporation  entirely  free  of  overhead  costs. 

( Continued  on  page  4) 

[3] 


The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation 

( Continued  from  page  3) 

Thus,  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  E.  Matilda  Ziegler,  beginning  in  1907,  flowered  into 
the  body  and  spirit  of  an  exalted  work,  and  provided  the  basis  for  the  noble  spirit 
of  Walter  G.  Holmes  to  express!  itself  in  devotion  to  that  work,  which  in  turn  has 
inspired  Hubert  E.  Smith  to  devote  his  genius  and  his  means  to  the  well-being  of  the 
blind.  “Their  works  do  follow  them”  is  said  of  the  good  people  that  do,  and  here  we 
have  that  truth  portrayed  again. 

The  general  public  will  be  welcome  to  participate  in  this  Foundation  in  memory 
of  Walter  G.  Holmes.  Mr.  Smith  thinks  of  it  as  a service  offering  an  opportunity  to 
anyone  who  desires  to  leave  his  footprints  on  the  sands  of  time.  Among  his  friends 
this  is  already  known  as  the  “Smithsonian”  plan.  By  his  own  statement,  he  intends 
to  give  to  this  movement  all  the  energy  and  perseverance  at  his  command.  He  says, 

“Inscribe  not  a name  on  marble  grand, 

The  voice  of  ages  to  bid  depart; 

But  leave  behind  you  a living  thing, 

To  be  seen  forever  by  the  heart.” 

The  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  is  proud  to  be  an  instrument  of  these  great  spirits. 


I heard  tomorrow  dawn — awake  Uncle  Sam — Awake, 
Stop  snoozing  around  like  Goldilocks, 

Because  with  razor  in  hand, 

A red-headed  Delilah  stands, 

Ready  to  shave  the  hair  right  off  your  block. 


We  must  never  put  the  spirit  of  ’76 
On  the  wings  of  a turtle  dove, 

Else  there  might  be  no  flight  home  to  roost, 
If  Communism  from  our  dove  makes  a goose. 
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Wavs  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

j 

Number  1 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes 
Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $5,- 
000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two 
per  cent  annually  to  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  complete  Holy 
Bibles  in  Braille,  grade  l1/^,  to  two 
blind  persons  each  year  that  lost 
souls  might  be  brought  to  the  saving 
knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Dedicated  to  the  honor  of  George 
Orin  McKie  in  appreciation  of  his 
zeal  and  good  cheer  in  bringing  the 
message  of  salvation  to  others. 

Since  finding  peace  and  happiness 
in  the  new  birth, 

It  pleases  him  to  put  first  things 
first. 


Photograph  shows  Mr.  McKie  holding  Braille 
copy  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Luke  and 
John. 


This  bond  is  nation  wide  in  its  service  and  is  one  of  the  many  needed  for  this 
purpose.  In  addition  there  is  another  Bible  bond  costing  $600.00  which  gives  one 
complete  New  Testament  each  year  in  Braille. 

We  hope  churches,  social  circles,  and  philanthropic  individuals  will  consider  this 
a unique  way  to  spread  the  gospel  and  by  the  same  act  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
a loved  one. 
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House  for  Christmas 


Jack  Pittman,  president  of  the  Waycross,  Georgia  Lions  Club,  is  shown  presenting  a 
check  for  $300  from  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation  to  James  Brooks,  blind  Negro  of 
Waycross,  while  his  wife  and  10  children  look  on.  The  money  will  be  used,  to  help  rebuild 
the  Brooks’  home  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  March. 

(Condensed  from  the  Waycross  Journal-Herald,  December  24,  1948) 

Blind  Negro  given  check  to  help  rebuild  his  home. 

Lions  Clubs  secures  $300  award  for  James  Brooks  and  family. 

James  Brooks,  a 41-year-old  blind  Negro,  and  his  10  children  will  enjoy  their 
home  this  Christmas  and  believe  the  spirit  of  “Good  will  towards  men”  is  more  than 
a greeting  on  a Christmas  card. 

Today  Brooks  and  his  family  received  the  $300  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation 
Award  issued  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Virginia  Lepori  and  recorded  as  bond  No.  2 on  page 
7 of  “Footprints.” 

James  Brooks,  who  eye  specialists  say  is  99  per  cent  blind,  attended  the  famous 
Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Training  School  at  Augusta  and  learned  how  to  recane 
chairs  and  make  mattresses. 

With  the  help  of  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind,  an  Institution  headed  by  Hubert 
E.  Smith,  Brooks  secured  a home. 

He  was  making  the  small  monthly  payments  required  when  his  home  was  destroyed 
by  fire. 

The  $300  gift  will  be  used  to  help  pay  for  the  new  home  and  now  Ways  and  Means 
Inc.  will  permit  him  to  take  care  of  the  remainder  of  the  amount  free  of  all  interest 
charges  at  the  rate  of  approximately  $4.00  per  month. 

“I  don’t  think  there  is  a finer  Christmas  gift  than  shelter  for  my  family,”  James 
said,  “and  I highly  appreciate  what  the  Lions*  Club  and  the  folks  in  Augusta  have 
done  for  me.” 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  2 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $15,000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two  per  cent  annually  to  be  used  each  year  for 
the  purpose  of  making  initial  payment  on  a home  for  some  blind  Negro  in  the  South. 

Dedicated  to  the  honor  of  Mrs.  Virginia  Lepori,  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of 
her  long  and  faithful  interest  in  the  cause  of  the  blind  made  manifest  by  her  work 
at  the  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind,  Monsev,  New  York. 

She  works  hard  for  humble  pay 
To  render  service  without  display. 

The  provisions  of  this  bond  are  a god-send  to  the  most  needy  of  all  the  American 
blind.  Who  could  build  a greater  monument  than  one  out  of  which  each  vear  would 
come  the  fulfillment  of  at  least  one  hopeless  dream.  Like  all  other  bonds  held  by 
the  Holmes  Foundation  there  is  no  cost  for  administration,  thus  the  purchase  price 
of  one  of  these  bonds  nets  the  $300.00  grant  each  year — balance  of  cost  carried  in- 
terest free  for  a period  of  100  months. 


The  Great  Opportunity 

If  you  are  a lawmaker,  quit  leaning  over  backwards  to  pull  the  other  fellow’s 
little  red  wagon  up  the  hill  across  the  seas.  Before  it  reaches  the  top  you  will  be 
flat  on  your  back  then  our  friends  will  let  go  the  wagon  and  rejoice  when  it  runs 
over  you. 

Present  pension  laws  for  the  blind  are  so  inadequate  as  to  be  a travesty'  on  charity, 
which  the  Good  Book  says  begins  at  home.  Stand  up  straight  and  do  your  duty'  to 
this  group  of  fellow  Americans,  then  the  hand  of  good  fortune  can  reach  your  back 
to  give  it  a worthy  pat.  It  will  require  no  more  funds  to  give  the  blind  a living 
pension  than  is  spent  at  present  to  pay  an  army  of  well-meaning  case  workers,  trained 
to  be  obsessed  with  the  idea  that  every  blind  pensioner  under  their  jurisdiction  must 
remain  a pauper,  in  accordance  with  the  wording  of  the  law. 

Every  American  deprived  of  physical  vision,  and  who  because  of  circumstances 
beyond  his  control  does  not  find  an  opportunity  to  become  self-supporting,  is  entided 
to  a pension  on  which  he  can  live  in  respectability'.  This  help  should  be  given  as 
a compensation  for  his  handicap  and  not  as  a means  to  penalize  the  few  opportunities 
that  may  come  to  brighten  his  way. 

You  are  requested  to  read  these  observations  over  three  times,  adding  your  own 
thoughts  between  the  lines,  then  let  us  together  remember  that: 

“Good  works  to  heaven  is  not  a fare,  but  when  sweet  grace  gets  you  there, 

The  hand  that  guides  through  portals  fair,  from  good  deeds  will  not  be  bare.” 
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Financial  Policy 

The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation  is  maintained  free  of  all  overhead  expenses, 
its  administrative  affairs  resting  safe  and  secure  within  the  financial  structure  of  Ways 
& Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  whose  resources  and  responsibility  are  known  and  respected 
by  all  who  specialize  in  financial  information. 

The  moving  spirit  behind,  this  work  will  be  found  in  the  person  of  Hubert  E. 
Smith  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  who  has  renounced  the  right  to  personal  ownership  of 
property  in  order  to  devote  his  life  to  this  cause. 

Unless  otherwise  specified,  all  funds  received  by  the  Holmes  Foundation  become 
a part  of  the  general  operating  capital  of  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  where,  as 
such,  the  principal  can  never  be  spent,  and  being  a strictly  non-profit  Institution,  are 
subject  to  income  tax  deductions  on  same  percentage  basis  as  tendered  other  recog- 
nized charities.  In  turn,  the  parent  organization  issues  a Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind 
Service  Bond  for  the  full  amount  received  on  which  the  Foundation  is  paid  two  per 
cent  annually  in  advance.  From  this  guaranteed  income  the  gifts  provided  by  your 
bond  are  paid  for  and  delivered  free  to  worthy  blind  persons  each  year. 

Anyone  who  so  desires  may  direct  that  funds  provided  for  the  creation  of  a service 
bond  of  their  choice  be  invested  in  a United  States  Government  bond  as  an  added 
guarantee  of  perpetuity. 

Should  civic  mindedness  be  a restraining  factor  to  some,  this  Institution  will  honor 
a directive  making  it  mandatory  that  gifts  provided  by  the  bond  purchased  be  dis- 
tributed to  blind  residents  of  any  city  or  state  specified. 

If  there  are  those  seriously  considering  participation  in  this  plan  who  might  wish 
further  assurances  as  to  the  responsibility  of  this  Institution,  they  are  invited  to  request 
a report  on  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  from  Dun  & Bradstreet  or  for  informa- 
tion from  local  sources,  they  are  referred  to  the  Augusta  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the 
Georgia  Railroad  Bank  & Trust  Company  and  the  Citizens  and  Southern  National  Bank. 


If  troubles  chance  to  come  your  way,  do  not  hide  from  the  light  of  day. 

But  meet  them  with  a cheerful  smile  and  keep  life  merry  all  the  while. 

I would  not  be  perfect  or  crystal  pure,  Else  what  would  be  left  for  His  Grace  to  do. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  3 


Photograph  taken  from  The  State,  Colum- 
bia, S.  C.,  shows  Mrs.  Mack  handing  her  bond 
to  a representative  of  The  Walter  G.  Holmes 
Foundation. 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes 
Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $25,- 
000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two 
per  cent  annually  to  be  used  each 
year  for  the  purpose  of  making  ini- 
tial down  payment  on  a home  for 
some  blind  person  in  South  Carolina. 

Dedicated  to  the  Honor  of  Mrs. 
Ellen  Beach  Mack,  Mother  of  the 
Association  of  the  Blind  of  South 
Carolina. 

Out  of  her  heart,  noble,  unselfish 
and  kind, 

Was  born  the  South  Carolina  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Blind. 


This  bond  is  self  sufficient  as  it  provides  all  the  funds  needed  for  the  designated 
purpose  within  the  territory  to  which)  it  is  restricted,  however,  the  services  of  the 
Holmes  Foundation  are  at  the  free  disposal  of  any  individual  or  group  who  might 
wish  to  establish  a similar  aid  to  home  ownership  for  the  blind  of  any  state. 
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Hubert  Elhannon  Smith,  founder  and  President  of  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc., 
and  originator  of  the  Smithsonian  Plan  shown  seated  on  doorstep  of  homestead  reading 
copy  of  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine. 


Posing  graciously  amid  majestic  trees  stands  an  old  historic  homestead  looking 
much  like  a great  bird  of  mercy,  seemingly  intent  on  sheltering  with  equal  care  the 
virtues  and  iniquities  of  a proud  old  Southern  family. 

Into  this  stately  old  Carolina  home,  the  Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind 
found  its  way  to  challenge  the  host  of  benighting  spirits  attempting  to  beat  down 
every  hope,  seeking  to  encourage  the  heart  of  a young  man  just  ushered  into  a world 
of  total  darkness.  Here  the  hand  of  fate  built  a stage  on  which  God  performed  several 
miracles,  each  in  itself  a human  interest  story  as  incredible  as  ever  told  in  fact  or 
fiction,  thus  providing  so  all  the  world  might  know  that: 


A persevering  nose  to  the  grindstone, 
Pick  of  determination  in  hand, 

Are  two  unbeatable  companions 
Digging  for  nuggets  in  desert  sand — 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  4 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $2,500.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two  per  cent  annually  to  be  used  each  year  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  for  five  subscriptions  to  the  Braille  edition  of  Reader’s  Digest 
thereby  furnishing  inspirational  literature  for  five  worthy  blind  persons. 

Dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Alfred  Reeves,  Negro  share  cropper  on  a South  Caro- 
lina plantation,  who  gave  up  his  noon  rest  hour  and  often  remained  late  at  night 
to  read  to  a blind  occupant  of  the  “big  house.” 

His  was  a service  unique  and  rare, 

Rendered  cheerfully  in  unrequited  care. 

Nobody  knows  anything  about  the  background  of  Alfred  Reeves.  He  walked 
into  the  “big  yard”  of  a plantation  one  day  and  asked  for  work  as  a wage  hand. 
Rumor  had  it  that  he  was  a school  teacher  and  came  from  Virginia,  but  for  what 
reason  or  purpose  was  not  stated.  During  noon  hours,  while  the  other  hands  on  the 
place  were  resting  in  the  shade  of  the  giant  elm  trees  around  the  well  in  the  back 
yard,  he  read  to  a blind  occupant  of  the  “big  house”  from  magazines,  books  and  pri- 
vate mail.  Often  after  the  day’s  work  was  done,  he  remained  far  into  the  night  to 
continue  reading,  after  which  he  would  wind  his  way  through  the  two  miles  of  forest 
to  his  home. 

His  final  resting  place  is  unknown.  Today  there  are  few  living  who  knew  him — 
tomorrow  there  will  be  none.  But  his  good  deeds  transcend  oblivion  in  the  form  of 
enjoyable  reading  matter  for  the  blind. 


Where  a kneeling  heart  all  day  remains,  there  selfish  thoughts  will  from  deeds 
refrain. 

As  long  as  you  keep  pulling  the  race  is  not  lost,  remember  the  ground  is  'level 
at  the  foot  of  the  cross. 
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Time  for  the  Heart  to  Think 


Ever  since  God  breathed  breath  into  man  and  made  immortality  his  greatest 
reward,  the  next  strongest  desire  found  in  the  human  heart  is  to'  provide  exemption 
from  oblivion.  Thus  throughout  the  ages  we  see  him  building  great  edifices  of  stone, 
performing  great  deeds  of  valor,  or  attempting  to  live  on  in  great  works  of  art,  but 
often  forgetting  that  only  those  things  built  in  the  heart  can  endure  the  ravages  of  time. 

This  dream  of  immortality  might  not  come  to  everyone  while  the  spirit  is  light 
and  young  and  full  blown  by  the  love  of  fun,  but  when  the  shadows  of  evening  grow 
long  and  the  heart  comes  out  to  take  a 'look  the  handwriting  on  the  wall  will  say: 

“Poor  indeed  is  the  man,  in  whose  life  no  timber  stands, 

Fit  for  use  by  the  Master’s  Hand,  mansions  to  build  in  Glory  Land.” 

As  a guiding  aid  to  many  who  within  themselves  might  never  find  a way  to 
leave  their  footprints  on  the  sands  of  time.  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation  has 
been  set  up  as  a clearing  house  for  good  deeds,  offering  anyone  an  opportunity  to  ac- 
quire a perpetual  memorial  in  the  form  of  a non-negotiable  bond,  the  interest  from 
which  will  give  to  some  worthy  blind  person  annual  gifts  of  encouragement. 

Offered  for  consideration  are  a number  of  service  bonds  such  as  illustrated  in 
this  booklet.  Others  equally  attractive  is  one  costing  $600.00  which  gives  the  New 
Testament  in  Braille  each  year,  one  for  $3,000.00  gives  a new  portable  typewriter 
annually,  another  $3,000.00  bond  provides  one  radio  designed  especially  for  the 
partially  deaf-blind — a $25,000.00  bond  provides  perpetual  care  for  one  over  sixty  years 
of  age. 

In  order  to  give  stability  to  a new  plan  a friend  of  the  blind  has  made  it  pos- 
sible to  issue  a number  of  service  bonds  to  honor  individuals  for  outstanding  service 
to  the  cause,  however,  this  does  not  preclude  others  from  an  opportunity  of  provid- 
ing more  of  the  same  service  since  no  bond  is  exclusive  except  that  it  may  be  re- 
stricted to  a specified  territory.  It  is  your  privilege  to  buy  as  many  units  as  you  wish 
of  the  bond  of  your  choice  and  unless  otherwise  directed  the  name  so  honored  or 
memorialized  will  be  registered  in  the  Holmes  Foundation  Album  of  Fame. 

Every  holder  of  a Ways  & Means  Service  Bond  has  the  assurance  that  the  net 
amount  so  dedicated  will  be  held  in  perpetual  trust,  the  net  earnings  from  which  will 
be  spent  annually  for  the  purpose  specified,  thus  by  this  good  deed  you: 

/ 

Inscribe  not  a name  on  marble  grand,  the  voice  of  ages  to  bid  depart. 

But  leave  behind  you  a living  thing  to  be  seen  forever  by  the  heart. 


Never  ask  another  to  do  what  you  yourself  could  do  as  well  if  you  were  not 

afraid. 

The  heavier  the  weight  your  pendulum  swings,  the  greater  opportunity  to  do 
good  it  brings. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  5 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes 
Foundation  in  the  amount  of  $5,- 
000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two 
per  cent  annually  to  provide  good 
cheer  and  comfort  to  blind  students 
at  the  South  Carolina  School  for  the 
Deaf  and  Blind. 

Dedicated  to  the  honor  of  Mrs. 
Loree  Walker  Godshall,  in  acknowl- 
edgment of  her  unusual  interest  in 
the  success  of  her  pupils. 

She  teaches  others  hardships  to  ig- 
nore, 

Giving  courage,  new  hopes  to  ex- 
plore. 

MRS.  LOREE  W.  GODSHALL 
Teacher  extraordinary  at  South  Carolina 
School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Holder  of 
Bond  No.  5. 


The  benefits  from  this  bond  are  restricted  to  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  those  in  other  states  who  will  establish  a similar  fund  with 
the  Holmes  Foundation  through  which  the  same  encouragement  would  be  given  the 
underprivileged  in  the  School  for  the  Blind  in  their  state. 
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Photograph  shows  Lions  Club  Committee  for  the  Blind,  making  presentation  of  a 
Braille  pocket  watch  provided  by  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond  No.  6 in 
honor  of  Edmund  R.  Murray. 


The  presentation  of  this  17  Jewel  Braille  pocket  watch  took  place  in  the  little 
Southern  town  of  Sumter,  South  Carolina.  Charles  V.  Parkstone,  blind  operator  of 
a concession  stand  in  the  Sumter  County  Court  House,  received  the  watch  through 
The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation,  after  the  local  Lions  Club  recommended  him  for 
the  gift. 

The  story  of  this  presentation,  along  with  the  others  you  will  read  about  in  these 
pages,  appears  in  “Footprints”  for  the  purpose  of  showing  illustrated  proof  of  how 
the  Smithsonian  Plan  works,  and  to  offer  assurance  to  all  prospective  participants 
that  their  interest  is  cared  for  by  professional  hands. 


Said  the  robin  to  the  bluebird  fair, 

“Why  are  these  humans  so  full  of  care? 

See  how  they  ran,  and  push  and  whine, 
Over  things  already  yours  and  mine.” 
“True,”  said  the  bluebird 
“And  I can  tell  you  why, 

They  do  not  trust  in  God  like  you  and  I.” 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  6 


EDMUND  R.  MURRAY 

Photograph  taken  from  the  Rich- 
mond-Times  Dispatch  of  Richmond, 
Virginia,  shows  Mr.  Murray  using  a 
Braille  watch  to  “feel”  the  time  of 
day  for  his  dog  “Missy.” 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation  in  the  amount  of  $5,000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two  per  cent  annually  to  be  used  for  the  purchase 
of  five  Braille  watches  for  presentation  each  year  to  worthy  blind  persons. 

Dedicated  to  the  honor  of  Edmund  R.  Murray  in  recognition  of  his  long  years  of 
service  as  President  of  the  Association  of  the  Blind  of  South  Carolina,  and  in  gratefid 
acknowledgment  of  his  willingness  to  sell  the  products  of  the  workshop  from  door  to 
door. 

He  wore  heavy  harness  on  a job  quite  boring, 

Determined  always  to  keep  a good  work  going. 

This  is  another  of  the  unlimited  needs  and  the  bonds  are  offered  in  multiples  of 
$1,000.00  which  supplies  one  Braille  watch  to  a worthy  blind  person  each  year.  The 
imagination  could  hardly  conceive  a more  appropriate  memorial  to  make  a loved  one's 
name  remembered  throughout  time. 
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Happiness  Insurance 

If  in  the  lap  of  happiness  you  wish  to  fall, 

First  you  must  fall  in  love  with  a cause. 

FALL  IN  LOVE  WITH  A CAUSE 

The  surest  way  to  find  happiness  is  to  chase  rainbows  seeking  it  for  others. 
When  to  others  you  give  the  best  you  have  the  best  will  to  you  return. 

“Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends.” 
The  next  greatest  love  in  all  the  land  is  to  live  for  the  good  of  your  fellow-man. 

Every  act  of  kindness  serves  as  a stepping  stone  to  higher  grounds  where  the 
blessed  can  look  down  on  the  clouds  from  which  sorrow  receives  its  tears  of  regret. 

To  as  many  as  would  find  happiness  through  service  to  others,  but  who  because 
of  financial  limitations  must  tender  the  will  for  the  deed,  the  Holmes  Foundation 
extends  an  invitation  to  “tell  your  neighbor”  about  the  Smithsonian  Plan  and  by  so 
doing  render  a great  service  to  the  cause  of  the  blind,  ever  dear  to  the  heart  of 
man  since  the  beginning  of  recorded  time. 


Ways  & Means  Love  Bank 

Dedicate  a portion  of  earthly  gain 

Each  year  a good  deed  to  demand. 

If  fate  denied  you  a place  in  the  sun, 

Buy  a star  on  the  installment  plan. 

If  you  are  one  of  the  teeming  millions  of  “we  the  people”  to  whom  no  signal 
success  has  come;  yet  in  whose  heart  abides  a wish  to  leave  your  own,  or  the  foot- 
prints of  some  loved  one  on  the  sands  of  time — the  Ways  & Means  Love  Bank  will  pay 
for  the  bond  of  your  choice  and  immediately  it  will  start  earning  the  gift  you  select 
while  you  are  allowed  to  repay  the  cost  in  small  monthly  payments.  Selecting  for 
illustration  our  smallest  bond  costing  $200.00,  payments  would  be  $5.00  per  month 
over  a period  of  forty  months.  With  the  first  payment  free  monthly  reading  matter 
in  Braille  will  start  going  to  two  selected  persons,  thus  creating  a living  thing  to 
forever  bless  the  memory  of  a chosen  one. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  7 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $3,000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two  per  cent  annually  to  purchase  fifteen  Braille 
alarm  clocks  as  gifts  to  worthy  blind  persons. 

Issued  in  honor  of  Joseph  Rosenfield,  Jr.,  affectionately  known  to  the  blind  of 
America  as  “Cousin  Big  Joe”  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  his  abiding  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  the  blind. 


In  his  busy  life  never  time  to  pause 
But  always  there — his  talents  to  share 
In  behalf  of  a worthy  cause. 

This  bond  meets  only  a mere  portion  of  the  need  for  Braille  clocks  throughout 
the  Nation.  In  your  name,  or  in  memory  of  a loved  one,  another  bond  can  be  estab- 
lished for  this  purpose  through  which  the  interest  on  each  multiple  of  two  hundred 
dollars  will  supply  one  clock  annually. 
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Yardstick  of  Life 

(How  High  Will  You  Stand?) 

A MESSAGE  TO  THE  YOUTH  OF  AMERICA 

You  alone  are  the  farmer  who  must  cultivate 
your  soul. 

So  dig  hard  and  deep  if  you  would  find  your 
goal. 

Education  is  the  only  window  through 
which  sunshine  and  fresh  air  can  flow  into  the 
heart  of  man  where  new  ideas  and  ambitions 
sprout  and  grow  into  worthwhile  accomplish- 
ments. Hard  work  and  perseverance  are  the 
means  by  which  anyone  who  wishes  to  do  so 
may  open  this  window  and  by  so  doing  plant 
seeds  of  hope  which  someday  must  either 
blossom  to  beautify  life’s  pathway  or  grow  in- 
to weeds  to  choke  out  the  joys  of  good  living. 
There  is  no  short  and  secret  way  by  which 
you  can  slip  with  ease  into  the  hall  of  knowl- 
edge, so  spare  yourself  countless  heartaches  by 
remembering  that  the  same  rule  holds  true  in 
the  every  day  pursuit  of  happiness. 

When  you  go  out  into  the  present  day 
world,  you  will  meet  those  who  will  tell  you 
that  you  are  living  in  an  age  of  common  man, 
and  that  everybody  is  equal.  The  idea  seems 
to  be  to  dress  every  man  in  a suit  of  clothes  cut  from  the  same  pattern  and  send  him 
marching  down  a pre-arranged  avenue  all  for  the  world  like  a drove  of  bedraggled 
sheep.  Do  not  listen  for  a minute  to  such  a common  form  propaganda  against  good 
old  American  individualism  because  God  has  endowed  you  with  a personality  all  your 
own,  totally  unlike  any  other  in  all  the  world,  wherein  is  cherished  likes  and  dislikes, 
hopes  and  aspirations,  each  dependent  for  realization  solely  on  your  ability  to  rise  from 
the  ranks  to  a place  of  leadership  in  the  affairs  of  men.  So  set  your  peep-sights  high 
and  always  shoot  “straight  from  the  shoulder”  in  broad  daylight,  then  you  will  bag 
the  best  things  in  life  from  a higher  level  than  the  fellow  who  does  his  shooting  from 
the  shady  side. 

No  fault  can  be  found  with  the  desire  to  make  out  of  yourself  something  more 
than  just  an  average  man.  When  the  world  gets  into  trouble,  it  beats  a path  to  the 
door  of  him  who  has  proven  his  ability  to  best  meet  the  situation  at  hand.  If  you 
get  sick,  naturally  you  seek  the  services  of  a doctor,  who  in  your  opinion,  is  better  than 
his  colleagues  across  the  street.  Should  you  get  in  trouble  would  you  be  found  stand- 
ing before  the  bar  of  justice,  leaning  on  a shyster  for  support?  And  above  all,  woe  unto 
you  if,  by  a slip  of  the  tongue  you  tell  your  lady  love  that  you  want  her  hand  in 
marriage  just  because  she  is  an  average  girl. 

( Continued  on  page  20) 


(OOD  GIVES  EVERY  MAN  A SET  OP  TOOLS, 
AMD  AT  LEAST  ONE  BUILDERS  ROCK. 
FROM  IT  YOU  MUST  CARVE  A STEP- 
PING STONE. 

OR  IT  WILL  BECOME  A STUMBLING 
BLOCK. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  8 


Photograph  shows  blind  couple  using  talking  book  to  read  May  1949  issue  of  the  Read 
er’s  Digest. 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $17,500.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two  per  cent  annually,  the  interest  from  which 
will  pay  for  ten  sets  of  the  Reader’s  Digest  on  records  for  use  of  the  blind. 

Dedicated  to  the  honor  of  Lila  Bell  and  DeWitt  Wallace,  Publishers  of  the  Reader’s 
Digest,  in  recognition  of  their  services  rendered  the  blind  by  that  magazine. 

In  addition  to  Reader’s  Digest  in  Braille,  the  magazine  is  also  recorded  each  month 
on  28  talking  book  records,  which  are  sent  to  circulating  libraries  throughout  the 
country  from  which  points  they  are  mailed  free  to  blind  readers  who  in  turn  send 
them  back  to  the  library  to  be  sent  to  another  reader,  thus  it  is  estimated  that  each 
copy  reaches  10  different  blind  persons. 

Each  record  reads  to  the  listener  for  one  half  hour  from  a Talking  Book  Machine 
manufactured  exclusively  for  use  by  the  blind  and  furnished  free  of  cost  to  all  worthy 
applicants. 

These  service  bonds  are  offered  in  units  of  $1,750.00  each.  The  income  from 
each  pays  for  a Talking  Book  Reader’s  Digest,  which  through  the  voice  of  skillful 
readers,  brings  perpetual  good  cheer  and  edification  into  the  homes  of  10  blind  persons. 
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Yardstick  of  Life 


( Continued  from  page  18) 

Be  big  and  generous  enough  to  chase  at  least  one  rainbow  each  day  in  quest  of 
happiness  for  others,  then  your  shadow  will  be  big  enough  in  the  eyes  of  your  neighbor 
to  hide  a multitude  of  faults.  If  you  would  win  for  yourself  distinction  you  must 
build  your  life  around  a good  purpose  in  which  is  included  service  in  behalf  of  others, 
for  what  would  it  profit  a man  to  find  himself  at  sea  with  a ship  heavy  laden  with 
gold  for  which  love  has  failed  to  dig  a channel  deep  enough  to  bring  her  ashore. 

Do  not  expect  a honeymoon  success  with  the  most  important  undertakings  in  life. 
History  will  tell  you  that  the  giants  of  earth  did  not  build  their  halls  of  fame  on  un- 
trodden ground.  Failures  are  but  windows  to  bring  into  view  new  ways  of  better 

living  for  those  who  are  big  enough  to  realize  that  first  they  must  fall  down  in  order 
to  get  up  again  on  higher  ground. 

Do  not  make  the  mistake  of  underestimating  the  importance  of  good  natured 
good  humor  as  it  is  the  only  human  trait  powerful  enough  to  drain  accumulated  bit- 
terness from  the  heart  into  a lake  of  good  will  to  whose  laughing  shores  the  world 
always  comes  to  gather  flowers  of  thought  to  embellish  the  soul. 

Paddle  your  own  boat  with  resolute  determination  for  only  then  will  your  efforts 
be  rewarded  in  the  knowledge  that  “only  the  game  fish  swim  upstream.”  The  more 
hard  knocks  you  receive  from  life  the  better  prepared  you  will  be  to  recognize  the 

knock  of  opportunity  at  your  door,  so  when  it  falls  your  lot  to  hoe  a bad  row  for 

stumps,  bend  your  will  to  the  task,  keeping  ever  present  in  mind  what  the  orange 
said  to  the  discouraged  little  boy: 


“If  not  at  first  you  should  suck  seed 
Keep  on  sucking.” 


[20] 


Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  9 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes 
Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $9,- 
000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two 
per  cent  annually  to  be  used  each 
year  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  good 
cheer  and  comfort  to  the  deaf-blind 
of  America. 

Dedicated  to  the  honor  of  Mrs. 
Jewell  McManus  Smith. 

“Approaching  the  threshold  of  a 
double  care, 

She  met  the  challenge — a stranger  to 
fear.” 


Photograph  shows  Mrs.  Smith  displaying 
hearing  aid  necessary  before  successful  fe- 
nestral  operations  restored  90  per  cent  hearing. 


This  is  considered  one  of  the  most  unique  of  all  the  Ways  & Means  Service  Bonds 
so  far  put  into  operation.  The  need  here  is  unlimited  and  the  bond  is  offered  in 
multiples  of  $3,000.00,  each  unit  giving  a deaf-blind  person  $5.00  monthly  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  little  incidentals  of  personal  choice.  The  same  person  can  be 
the  recipient  of  income  from  more  than  one  unit  which  is  dispensed  each  month  by 
nearest  Lions  Club. 
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Miss  Christine  Backe  and  her 
guide  dog,  Judy,  of  Salem,  Oregon 
and  New  York  City,  shown  receiving 
$200  cash  award  presented  her  by 
The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation 
under  provisions  of  Ways  & Means 
for  the  Blind  Service  Bond  No.  10. 

AWARD  MADE  IN  AUGUSTA 
MAKES  BLIND  GIRL  HAPPIER. 

(Compiled  from  newspaper  article.) 

It  was  a moving  sight,  the  young  blind  girl  with  her  dog  at  her  side  receiving  in 
a glow  of  happy  surprise  the  money  which  would  enable  her  to  realize  her  hopes  for 
the  future. 

The  knowledge  that  this  was  just  one  episode  in  a long  series  of  good  deeds 
motivated  solely  by  kind  impulse  made  it  an  even  more  stirring  scene. 

Christine  Backe  of  Salem,  Oregon  and  New  York  City,  Friday  received  a $200 
cash  award  which  is  given  by  an  anonymous  friend  of  the  blind  to  help  a worthy 
blind  person  and  his  dog  during  the  adjustment  period  when  they  must  prepare  to 
earn  their  way  in  the  world. 

The  story  behind  it  all  had  its  beginning  in  the  once  upon  a time  in  the  summer 
of  1945. 

During  July  of  that  year,  The  Augusta  Chronicle  and  the  Miller  theatre  sponsored 
locally  an  essay  contest  on  “Why  I Like  Dogs”  in  connection  with  the  showing  of  the 
film,  “The  Son  of  Lassie.” 

Writer  of  the  winning  essay  and  winner  of  the  prize  purebred  collie  puppy 
named  Lassie,  was  Hubert  Smith,  the  then  10  year  old  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubert 
E.  Smith. 

Presentation  of  the  puppy  was  made  before  an  audience  that  packed  the  Miller 
theatre. 

Next  episode  in  the  story  occurred  in  September  of  1948  when  an  anonymous 
friend  of  the  blind,  inspired  by  the  simple  but  eloquent  essay  by  young  Hubert — and 
by  the  love  that  exists  between  a boy  and  his  dog — had  donated  a $10,000  Ways  & 
Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond,  the  interest  from  which  would  be  awarded  each 
year  to  a worthy  blind  person  to  help  him  and  his  dog  during  the  adjustment  period. 

Anyone  watching  the  principals  in  the*  little  drama,  could  not  but  feel  humble 
before  such  goodness,  and  happy  in  the  knowledge  that  each  kindness  had  motivated 
another  in  an  ever-increasing  chain. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  10 
Anonymous 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes 

Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $10,- 

000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning 
two  per  cent  annually  to  be  used  as 
a gift  each  year  to  help  a blind  per- 
son and  his  dog  during  the  adjust- 
ment period  while  they  are  preparing 
to  earn  a livelihood. 

Dedicated  to  the  honor  of  every 
boy  and  his  dog. 

Why  I Like  Dogs 

By  JUST  A BOY 

Because  no  matter  how  many  tales  people  tell  on  me,  he  always  uses  the  only 
one  he  has  to  welcome  me  home. 

Because  wherever  I want  to  go,  there’s  where  he  wants  to  go  too,  and  no  matter 
how  dirty  I get  while  playing  he  is  just  as  proud  of  me. 

Because,  if  I get  cross  and  fuss  at  him  he  forgets  all  about  it  before  I get  through. 

Most  of  all,  I like  a dog  because  no  matter  how  much  I love  him  I know  he 
loves  me  more. 

This  is  one  of  the  unlimited  services  always  needing  support  which  could  be  a 
bond  to  honor  a friend,  or  to  dedicate  a living  memorial  to  a loved  one. 

“Every  dog  has  his  day” 

Is  a fact  well  known  to  men, 

Except  the  one  with  a broken  tail 
And  he  has  his  “week-end.” 
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America’s  Most  Resourceful  Blind  Man 


Hubert  E.  Smith,  founder  and 
president  of  Ways  & Means  for  the 
Blind  Inc.,  is  shown  exhibiting  the 
gold  handle  walking  cane  presented 
him  by  the  publishers  of  the  Matilda 
Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind,  Mon- 
sey,  New  York. 

(Condensation  of  article  from  Au- 
gusta Chronicle. ) 

Augustan  is  termed  America’s 
“Most  Resourceful  Blind  Man.” 

Hubert  E.  Smith,  Founder  of  Ways 
& Means  is  honored  in  recognition  of 
his  services. 

America’s  most  resourceful  blind  man  is  Hubert  E.  Smith  of  Augusta,  founder 
and  president  of  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc. 

According  to  Miss  Leah  Sewell,  New  York  free  lance  writer,  a golden  handled 
ebony  walking  stick  was  presented  Mr.  Smith  on  July  6,  1947,  in  the  office  of  the 
Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind  at  Monsey,  New  York. 

MANY  SERVICES  GIVEN 

The  cane  was  presented  to  Mr.  Smith  in  recognition  of  the  many  unique  services 
rendered  the  blind  of  the  country  by  the  Augusta  Institution.  Owner  of  the  cane  was 
the  late  Walter  G.  Holmes  who,  shortly  before  his  death  in  1946,  named  Mr.  Smith 
as  the  nation’s  most  resourceful  blind  man,  a recognition  which  could  be  acquired 
only  by  a lifetime  of  unselfish  service. 

Matilda  Ziegler  Magazine  for  the  Blind  was  established  through  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Holmes  in  1906.  During  the  years  Mr.  Holmes  was  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
magazine  and  until  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  recognized  as  the  country’s  greatest 
and  most  loved  worker  for  the  blind. 

Mr.  Holmes  was  presented  the  cane  by  his  colleagues  on  the  Memphis  Com- 
mercial Appeal  when  he  resigned  to  take  up  his  work  for  the  blind. 

ARRIVES  IN  AUGUSTA 

Mr.  Smith  arrived  in  Augusta  in  1928  with  $100  in  his  pocket  and  slowly  began 
to  build  up  his  workshop  for  the  blind. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  11 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $25,000.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two  per  cent  annually  to  be  used  each  year  to  aid 
blind  persons  who  are  in  difficulty  over  mortgage  payments  on  their  homes. 

Issued  in  perpetual  memory  of  George  Andrew  McKie  whose  countless  deeds 
of  kindness  worked  together  for  the  good  of  the  blind  throughout  the  land. 

Between  the  two  he  had  to  choose, 

Wealth  to  gain — immortality  to  lose. 

These  fresh  footprints  on  the  heart  of  time 
Are  the  living  things  he  left  behind. 


If  troubles  vow  to  beat  you  down — , 
More  so  when  you’re  all  alone, 
Face  them  with  a cheerful  smile 

And  keep  your  thoughts  on  Home. 

Whoever  waged  a harder  fight, 

Than  he  who  fights  alone? 

Who  else  deserves  a place  of  hope 
Nearer  to  the  mercy  throne? 
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First  came  the  establishment  of  a small  mattress  and  furniture  repair  shop  lo- 
cated in  an  alley  near  Broad  Street.  To  this  shop  came  the  first  adult  blindi  man 
ever  to  receive  official  vocational  training  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  Soon  large  num- 
bers of  newly  blinded  adult  men  and  women  found  their  way  from  11  different 
states  and  received  vocational  training  free  of  cost  to  them.  Afterwards  they  returned 
to  their  communities  where  with  local  aid  and  such  assistance  as  could  be  given  by 
Ways  & Means,  they  opened  small  businesses  of  their  own. 

In  March,  1937,  Ways  & Means  moved  to  its  present  location  at  924-26  Reynolds 
Street.  The  work  of  rehabilitation  was  continued  and  was  enlarged  to  include  a 
similar  training  school  for  the  adult  Negro  blind,  located  at  1117  Jones  Street.  This 
was  the  first  and  only  vocational  training  school  for  the  Negro  blind  in  the  entire  South. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Smith,  several  projects  have  been  instituted  which 
provide  greater  opportunities  for  the  blind  who  wish  to  participate. 

Foremost  among  the  new  plans  is  the  Ways  & Means  Home  Owners  Service 
through  which  blind  persons  are  able  to  buy  homes  of  their  own  on  a basis  they  can 
afford  and  entirely  free  of  all  interest  or  carrying  charges. 

To  date  this  plan  has  provided  homes  for  40  blind  persons,  representing  a cash 
expenditure  by  the  Institution  of  approximately  $50,000.00. 

PENMANSHIP  AWARD 

Another  of  the  plans  for  the  betterment  of  the  blind  which  is  in  operation  is 
known  as  the  penmanship  award.  Under  this  plan,  blind  graduates  of  every  state 
school  for  the  blind  in  America  participate,  who  after  acquiring  enough  skill  to  write 
their  signature,  receives  the  gift  of  an  expensive  fountain  pen. 

The  Institution  is  now  hoping  to  influence  the  Federal  Government  to  give  the 
blind  a monthly  subsidy  to  compensate  in  part  for  their  handicap.  Another  hope  of 
the  Institution  is  the  establishment  of  a national  home  for  blind  persons,  who  for 
one  reason  or  another  may  be  left  homeless  and  unprovided  for. 


It  is  much  easier  to  find  your  goal  if  you  look  for  it  in  the  sunshine  of  a smile. 

Dear  Lord,  give  us  strength  our  part  to  do,  and  faith  the  rest  to  leave  with  you. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  12 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $50,000.00. 


A non-negotiable  bond  earning  two  per  cent  annually  to  be  presented  each  year 
to  the  organization  whose  facilities  are  deemed  most  influential  in  securing  a living 
pension  for  the  blind. 


Issued  in  honor  of  all  the  faithful  workers  for  the  blind  in  America,  both  living 
and  dead,  whose  means  and  talents  have  contributed  to  the  betterment  of  the  cause. 


What  man  is  more  blessed  than  is  he, 

Who  has  eyes  of  faith  with  which  to  see 
How  problems  big  as  camels  flee 

Through  the  needle’s  eye  of  a bended  knee — 
And  barriers  tall  as  mountains  move, 

Before  silent  prayer — Man’s  mighty  tool. 

So  our  heartaches  are  often  but  growing  pains 
Lifting  us  up  to  higher  planes. 
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Ways  & Means  Home  Owners  Service 

(COMPILED  FROM  MAGAZINE  AND  NEWSPAPER  ARTICLES) 

It  warms  the  heart  to  know  that  there  are  such  people  in  the  world  as  the  folks 
at  the  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  of  Augusta,  Georgia.  Ways  & Means  for 
the  Blind  operates  a jobbing  business  on  a nationwide  basis.  The  profits  are  devoted 
to  helping  the  handicapped  in  such  ways  as  that  described  in  this  article. 

It  is  now  over  a year  and  a half  since  the  first  loan  was  made  to  a worthy  blind 
person  in  South  Carolina  by  the  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  home  owners 
loan  service  of  Augusta,  Georgia.  This  unique  and  practical  service,  trulv  a God-send 
to  those  who  are  reached  by  it,  has  recently  received  publicity  in  the  Dublin,  Georgia, 
Courier-Herald.  In  Dublin,  two  young  men,  cousins,  were  recipients  of  the  loans  made 
by  the  Ways  & Means  and  it  was  their  story  that  was  featured  in  the  above-mentioned 
Georgia  paper. 

To  date,  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  has  made  it  possible  for  forty  blind 
persons  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  to  own  their  own  homes  through  this  ser- 
vice which  operates  on  the  principal  of  making  loans  which  are  repaid  over  a period 
of  years  and  on  which  no  interest  is  charged.  The  main  requisite  of  getting  a loan 
is  the  condition  of  blindness,  there  being  no  discrimination  on  other  grounds.  For 
instance,  among  the  persons,  so  far  benefiting  by  this  service  are  two  Negroes  and 
the  group  as  a whole  represents  various  walks  of  life.  At  least  four  are  street  workers. 

A method  by  which  the  loans  are  arranged  is  described  in  the  feature  story  re- 
ferred to  above,  part  of  which  follows: 

“Despite  the  handicap  of  blindness,  two  Laurens  County  men,  have  shown  them- 
selves to  be  ambitious  and  useful  citizens  of  their  community.  One  is  regularly  em- 
ployed as  a dispatcher  for  a local  taxi  company,  working  15  hours  daily  7 days  per 
week,  and  the  other  holds  a regular  job  in  an  Atlanta  paper  factory,  where  he  works 
48  hours  per  week. 

“The  two  families  lived  in  a little  house  in  East  Dublin  on  the  Soperton  Highway 
and  wanted  to  own  their  own  home  and  the  seven  acres  of  adjoining  land,  but  needed 
financial  assistance  to  purchase  the  property. 

“Through  the  efforts  of  the  Dublin  Lions  Club,  these  two  men  have  secured  a 
loan  ot  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars  ($1,800.00)  from  Ways  & Means  for  the 
Blind  Inc.,  of  Augusta.  In  receiving  this  loan,  they  were  allowed  10  years  and  6 
months  to  repay  it. 

“Through  this  service,  these  two  men  have  acquired  their  home  and  a small 
farm  on  which  they  have  set  out  fruit  and  nut  trees  and  plan  to  grow  vegetables, 
keep  their  own  cow,  hogs  and  poultry. 

“All  this  was  brought  about  when  a representative  of  the  State  Department  of 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  became  interested  in  these  two  men  and  appeared  before 
the  Dublin  Lions  Club  in  their  behalf,  stating  that  if  the  local  club  would  sponsor 
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the  case,  investigate  and  recommend  the  loan,  the  Augusta  Institution  would  lend 
sufficient  money  to  pay  for  their  home  and  land. 

“The  Dublin  Lions  voted  unanimously  to  sponsor  this  project  and  appointed  a 
committee  to  inspect  and  appraise  the  property.  The  committee  made  a favorable  re- 
port, recommending  the  loan  and  one  of  the  members  abstracting  the  title  and  prepared 
the  deed  and  loan  papers,  the  clerk  recorded  them,  all  without  cost  to  the  purchasers.” 

This  is  a case  of  two  citizens,  who,  in  spite  of  their  handicap,  are  willing  to  work 
long  hours  for  their  living,  so  as  to  become  deserving  of  the  aid  which  is  available  ton 
such  persons  who  are  willing  to  toil  to  better  themselves. 


United  States  Treasury  Citation 

Being  exempt  from  all  forms  of  taxation,  as  is  right  and  proper  in  its  status  as  a 
strictly  non-profit  charitable  Institution,  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  nevertheless 
acted  on  its  deep  concern  in  the  welfare  of  America  while  she  was  in  the  throes  of 
war,  so  at  regular  intervals  throughout  the  duration,  a check  was  mailed  by  Ways  & 
Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  to  the  United  States  Treasury  to  aid  in  the  war  effort,  which 
manifestation  of  patriotism  inspired  this  citation: 


UNITED  STATES  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 

In  recognition  of  the  patriotic  and  generous  donations  made  to  the  United  States, 
this  citation  is  awarded  to 


WAYS  & MEANS  FOR  THE  BLIND  INC. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  on  December  18,  1945 

FRED  M.  VINSON 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


Why  do  so  much  talking 

About  the  things  we  ought  to  do, 
When  just  a little  walking 

Would  see  the  same  job  through. 
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Miss  Marie  Heldmaier  of  Evanston,  111. 


First  pilgrim  to  follow  the  Smithsonian  Plan  into  the  Hall  of  Fame. 

Acquiring  distinction  as  the  first  cash  purchaser  of  a Ways  & Means  for  the 
Blind  Service  Bond,  she  made  a guiding  footprint  along  the  way  destined  to  lead 
thousands  to  happiness  through  perpetual  service. 

Shown  below  is  a copy  of  bond  No.  13  which  is  the  golden  key  with  which 
Miss  Heldmaier  unlocked  the  door  to  renown. 

Can  you  think  of  a better  way  to  give  money  more  weight  on  a service  scale, 

A good  deed  to  longer  make  prevail. 


Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  13 

Augusta,  Georgia,  May  3,  1948 

Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes  Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $200.00. 

Paid  for  in  cash  by  Miss  Marie  Heldmaier,  2447  Lawnsdale  Avenue,  Evanston, 
Illinois. 

This  is  a non-negotiable  bond  to  be  held  in  perpetual  trust  by  The  Walter  G. 
Holmes  Foundation,  earning  two  per  cent  annually  to  be  used  each  year  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  two  worthy  blind  persons  with  free  subscriptions  to  the  “Braille 
Radio  News.” 

This  bond  represents  closed  transaction,  the  full  purchase  price  having  become  a 
part  of  the  operating  fund  of  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  and  as  such  is  here- 
by declared  exempt  from  all  attachment  by  men,  including  the  purchaser,  her  heirs 
and  assigns. 

Witness  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  undersigned,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc. 

By  H.  E.  SMITH  (L.  S.) 

President 

If  the  lack  of  ready  cash  is  a barrier  between  you  and  a desire  to  leave  foot- 
prints on  the  sands  of  time,  you  are  invited  to  borrow  from  our  love  bank  the  sum 
you  wish  to  invest  in  a service  bond,  and  immediately  your  bond  starts  earning  means 
to  provide  the  service  you  select  while  you  repay  the  face  value  of  the  bond  in  equal 
monthly  installments  which  may  be  extended  over  a period  of  one  hundred  months. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond 

Number  14 


Issued  to  The  Walter  G.  Holmes 
Foundation,  in  the  amount  of  $7,- 
500.00. 

A non-negotiable  bond  earning 
two  per  cent  annually  to  be  used 
in  supplying  small  personal  or  house- 
hold gifts  to  the  blind,  as  selected 
monthly  bv  the  Technical  Research 
Department  of  the  American  Foun- 
dation for  the  Blind  Inc. 

Dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Mary 
Jane  Murrah  who  gave  freely  of  her 
time  and  substance  to  encourage  the 
success  of  the  blind. 

Of  the  little  she  had  she  gave  it  all, 
Thus  leaving  footprints  in  Memory 
Hali. 


She  was  a homeless  spinster  who  came  to  live  as  one  of  the  family  in  the  old  an- 
cestral home  of  one  of  South  Carolina’s  first  families  where  she  hovered  over  and  nur- 
tured each  new  arrival  with  a tenderness  comparable  only  to  mother  love. 

Then,  when  fate  contrived  to  thrust  a blind  protege  into  the  family  circle,  her 
self  displacing  characteristics  arose  to  the  occasion  to  lavish  a greater  share  of  loving 
kindness  than  a senile  heart  could  long  afford. 

In  the  burial  ground  of  historic  old  Sweetwater  Church,  a forgotten  grave  main- 
tains her  rest  while  this  memorial  bond  reaches  out  to  bring  gifts  of  encouragement 
to  more  than  a hundred  blind  persons  each  year. 


How  can  we  hope  to  heaven  climb,  unless  first  we  leave  our  faults  behind. 
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Walter  McDonald,  left,  chairman  of  the  Georgia  Public  Service  Commission  is  shown 
presenting  Hubert  E.  Smith,  president  and  founder  of  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc., 
with  a silver  loving  cup,  the  annual  award  of  the  Lions  Club  of  Georgia  to  the  Outstand- 
ing Blind  Person  in  the  State.  The  presentation  took  place  in  1949. 


AUGUSTA,  Ga.,  Aug.  19 — Hubert  E'lhannon  Smith,  president  and  founder  of 
Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  and  an  Augustan  who,  although  blind  himself,  has 
devoted  his  life  to  helping  the  blind,  was  honored  Friday  by  the  Lions  Clubs  of  Georgia. 
He  was  presented  the  annual  Lions’  award  as  the  Outstanding  Blind  Person  in  the  State. 

The  award,  a loving  cup,  was  presented  by  Walter  McDonald,  chairman  of  the 
Georgia  Public  Service  Commission,  and  native  Augustan,  who  received  the  first  Lions’ 
award  two  years  ago.  Also  present  at  the  presentation  was  W.  B.  Gaines,  of  the  At- 
lanta office  of  the  Georgia  Rehabilitation  service.  W.  Roscoe  West,  president  of  the 
Augusta  Lions  Club,  presided  over  the  Augusta  club  meeting  which  was  held  at  the 
Hotel  Richmond. 
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Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Charter 

The  State  of  South  Carolina 
Executive  Department 

CERTIFICATE  OF  INCORPORATION  BY  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
WHEREAS,  H.  E.  Smith,  12754  Seventh  Street,  Augusta,  Ga., 

Walter  R.  McDonald,  S.  F.  C.  Bldg.,  Augusta,  Ga., 
two  or  more  of  the  officers  or  agents  appointed  to  supervise  or  manage  the  affairs  of: 

WAYS  & MEANS  FOR  THE  BLIND  INC 

a corporation  which  has  been  duly  and  regularly  organized,  did  on  the  25th  day  of 
November,  1933,  A.  D.,  file  with  the  Secretary  of  State  a written  declaration  setting  forth: 
That,  at  a meeting  of  the  aforesaid  organization  held  pursuant  to  the  by-laws  or 
regulations  of  the  said  organization,  they  were  authorized  and  directed  to  apply  for 
incorporation. 

That,  the  said  organization  holds,  or  desires  to  hold,  property  in  common  for 
Religious,  Educational.  Social,  Fraternal,  Charitable  or  other  eleemosvnarv  purpose, 
or  any  two  or  more  of  said  purposes,  and  is  not  organized  for  the  purpose  of  profit 
or  gain  to  the  members,  otherwise  than  is  above  stated,  not  for  the  insurance  of  life, 
health,  accident,  or  property;  and  that  three  days'  notice  in  the  .Aiken  Standard,  a 
newspaper  published  in  the  County  of  Aiken,  has  been  given  that  the  aforesaid  Dec- 
laration would  be  filed. 

And  Whereas,  said  Declarants  and  Petitioners,  further  declared  and  affirmed: 
FIRST,  Their  names  and  residences  are  as  above  given. 

SECOND,  The  name  of  the  proposed  corporation  is:  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc. 
THIRD,  The  place  at  which  it  proposes  to  have  its  headquarters  or  be  located  at  is: 
Aiken  County,  South  Carolina. 

FOL~RTH,  The  purpose  of  the  said  proposed  Corporation  is  to  provide  special  or 
vocational  training  in  various  trades  and  businesses  for  adult  blind,  cripple,  deaf 
and  dumb,  or  other  physically  handicapped  persons,  both  independent  of  and  in 
cooperation  with  the  vocational  training  now  being  carried  on  by  the  Federal 
Government  in  conjunction  with  and  through  the  several  state  governments. 
FIFTH,  The  names  and  residences  of  all  Managers,  Trustees,  Directors  or  other  of- 
ficers are  as  follows: 

H.  E.  Smith,  Augusta,  Ga.,  President 
Walter  R.  McDonald,  Augusta,  Ga.,  Vice-President 
H.  H.  Smith,  North  Augusta,  S.  C.,  Treasurer 
L.  C.  Shaw,  Trenton,  S.  C.,  Secretary 
Q.  P.  Martin,  Augusta,  Ga.,  Director 
SIXTH,  That  they  desire  to  be  incorporated;  In  perpetuity 

NOW7,  THEREFORE,  I,  W.  P.  Blackwell,  Secretary  of  State  by  virtue  of  the  author- 
ity in  me  vested  by  Chapter  158,  Article  111,  Code  of  1932,  and  Acts  amendatory 
thereto,  do  hereby  declare  the  said  organization  to  be  a body  politic  and  corporate, 
with  all  the  rights,  powers,  privileges  and  immunities,  and  subject  to  all  the  limitations 
and  liabilities,  conferred  by  said  Chapter  158,  .Article  111,  Sections  8158-8159  and 
8160,  Code  of  1932  and  Acts  amendatory  thereto. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  State,  at  Columbia,  this  25th  day  of 
November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirtv-three  and  in 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

W.  P.  BLACKWELL 

Secretary  of  State 
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If  You  Are 


If  you  are  a minister  of  the  Gospel 

Some  day  will  you  find  enough  time 
To  tell  how  the  Good  Book  says  the  Master 
Always  had  time  to  remember  the  blind. 

If  you  are  a lawyer,  sober,  sedate  and  wise, 

To  whom  others  come  to  be  advised — 

Remember  the  Holmes  Foundation,  when  asked  on  that  solemn  day, 
“What  can  I do,  that  others  may  know  I passed  this  way?” 


If  you  are  a newspaperman,  publisher,  editor,  reporter — may  you  find  in  these 
pages  a human  interest  story  on  which  the  heart  can  lean.  Your  readers  will  appre- 
ciate knowing  about  this  new  field  where  seeds  of  kindness  find  free  growth  to  blossom 
into  annual  good  deeds. 

If  you  are  a famous  personality,  in  whom  at  their  best  great  talents  rest,  remember 
one  popular  song  dedicated  to  a good  cause  has  been  known  to  bring  it  wealth.  A 
personal  appearance,  a song,  play  or  story  dedicated  to  the  purchase  of  a Ways  & 
Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond,  would  build  for  memory  a greater  monument  than 
a lifetime  spent  paying  high  cost  for  good  will  rent. 

If  you  are  a magnate  in  the  world  of  big  business,  pause  long  enough  in  your 
busy  life  and  contemplate  how  well  this  plan  of  befriending  the  blind  would  fit  in  your 
advertising  program.  A Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Service  Bond  given  as  a prize 
on  your  radio  quiz  program,  the  building  of  a jack  pot  to  buy  a service  bond,  or  some 
other  plan  complimentary  to  your  ingenuity  would  be  subject  to  income  tax  deductions 
on  same  percentage  basis  as  granted  other  recognized  charities. 

If  you  are  a writer,  radio  commentator,  a director  of  a radio  package  program, 
or  among  the  other  thousands  in  high  places  from  which  America  receives  its  edification, 
you  are  invited  to  request  a guide  that  you  might  stroll  through  our  warehouse  of 
fabulous  human  interest  stories,  each  one  in  itself  a potential  classic  which  if  brought 
to  life  would  prove  that: 

Through  eyes  of  faith  can  be  seen 

Things  the  world  would  call  a lie, 

Even  faith  itself  while  it  drives 

Our  “camel”  through  the  needle’s  eye. 


[34] 


Aspirations 

Perseverance  prepares  the  ground  where  truth  and  virtues  find  time  to  bloom. 
Patience  is  the  cradle  where  noble  thoughts  crystallize  into  good  deeds,  thus  a dream 
even  as  small  as  the  mustard  seed  grows  into  a great  tree  in  whose  shade  the  weary 
and  heavy  laden  find  peace  through  communion  with  kindred  souls. 

Organized  twenty  years  ago  on  the  eve  of  the  great  depression,  having  as  its  only 
means  the  sum  of  $100.00  saved  by  its  founder  over  a period  of  years  while  working 
on  a job  paying  $1.50  per  week  and  board,  Ways  & Means  for  the  Blind  Inc.,  that 
climbed  to  a place  of  respect  over  mountains  of  unbelievable  difficulties  which  if  re- 
lated here  would  no  doubt  be  termed  a figment  of  the  imagination. 

The  purpose,  always  foremost,  has  been  to  build  a great  American  Institution 
where  accomplishment  and  resources  combine  to  merit  the  confidence  of  any  who 
might  feel  led  to  use  its  facilities  to  befriend  the  blind. 

Given  the  initial  cost  it  is  believed  that  large  industrial  communities  for  the  blind 
could  be  made  self-sustaining  through  membership  operation  of  dairy  and  poultry 
farms,  canneries  and  other  enterprises  suitable  to  management  by  those  without  sight. 

In  other  fields  including  repair  shops,  real  estate,  insurance,  store  keeping  and 
other  selected  occupations,  competent  individuals  could  become  well  trained  links  in 
a chain  of  cooperative  endeavors,  thus  forming  a nation  wide  network  of  successful 
enterprises. 

All  this  and  a living  pension,  too,  given  in  good  faith  to  those  unable  to  cope 
with  the  vicissitudes  of  life  will  place  gracious  America  where  she  can  stand  on  a clear 
conscience  and  say:  “Charity  begins  at  home.” 


Frown  if  you  must,  but  smile  if  you  can;  is  good  advice  for  any  man. 
A hearty  laugh  that  tickles  the  throat,  is  any  ailment’s  antidote. 


V 


